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Iginbleg  IfrUtm  district  Council, 


1919. 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
Gentlemen, 

Hindley  Urban  District  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Leigh 
Borough  and  Westhoughton  Urban  District  ; North  by  Aspull 
Urban  District  ; South  by  Abram  and  Ince  Urban  Districts  ; and 
West  by  the  latter  district. 

A small  stream  runs  through  the  district  from  North  to  South, 
viz.,  the  Borsdane  Brook  The  treated  effluents  of  the  Westhough- 
ton and  Hindley  Sewage  Works  are  turned  into  it.  A streamlet  on 
the  eastern  boundary  separating  the  Township  from  Westhoughton 
receives  the  effluents  from  the  Marsh  Brook  Sewage  Farm  of  that 
Township. 

Hindley  is  on  the  Coal  Measures,  covered  more  or  less  with 
clay  and  sand.  The  highest  point  is  260  feet  above  sea  level  in  the 
North-East  corner  of  the  Township;  the  lowest  point  is  in  the 
South-West  corner  of  Platt  Bridge  and  is  89  feet  above  sea  level. 
Liverpool  Road  opposite  Orrell  Street  has  subsided  owing  to  Colliery 
workings  18  feet  since  1892,  and  23  feet  since  1868.  The  new  Cast 
Iron  Main  Sewer  which  was  laid  in  1914  through  Strangeways  Fields 
has  subsided  from  three  to  four  feet. 

Hindley  Township  is  divided  into  five  Wards  : — North, West 
and  Central  forming  a more  or  less  compact  group  : South  and  East 
Wards  are  nearly  detached. 
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£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Rateable  Value  . . 

93898 

10 

0 

89880 

*5 

0 

Annual  Assessable  Value 

• 77695 

lS 

0 

74027 

6 

0 

One  Penny  in  the  £ produces  

323 

0 

0 

3IG 

0 

0 

Balance  of  Outstanding  Loans  . . 

37986 

0 

0 

30836 

0 

0 

Industries  Coal  Mining,  Cotton  Spinning  and  Weaving, 
with  Iron  Foundry  and  two  Wagon  Works. 

Construction  of  Private  Streets  not  proceeded  with  ; prices 
abnormal. 

The  population  of  the  census  19 11  was  24,106.  In  1901  il 
was  22,504,  the  estimated  population  for  1920  is  24,582.  An  approxi- 
mate increase  for  20  years  of  only  1000,  and  an  increase  of  476  on 
the  1911  census. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  is  taken  from  the  Rivington  Wfflter-works  of  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool,  and  is  good  and  wholesome.  We  have  a 
continuous  and  abundant  supply. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  has  been  no  pollution  during  the  year  of  the  water 
courses  in  the  district. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Drains  and  intercepting  sewers  and  two  sewage  works 
Hindley  Green  : — Precipation  tanks  with  gravel,  Coke  breeze  and 
sand  and  ash  filters.  Effluents  satisfactory  to  the  Mersey  and  Irwell 
Committee. 

Platt  Bridge  : — Sedimentation  tanks  with  percolating  beds, 
and  revolving  sprinklers. 

It  is  proposed  to  construct  a Humus  Tank  to  complete  the 
treatment. 

On  account  of  the  land  at  Platt  Bridge  subsiding  it  was 
necessary  in  1918-19  to  raise  the  banks  of  Borsdane  Brook  four  feet. 
If  this  had  not  been  done  the  greater  portion  of  the  populous  part  of 
Platt  Bridge  would  have  been  inundated. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Your  Council  contributed  towards  the  cost  of  conversions  from 
Privy  Middens  to  Fresh  Water  Closets.  All  new  houses  erected 
must  have  water  carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal.  We  have  now 
more  W.C.s’  than  any  other  type,  conversion  on  large  scale  is  tem- 
porarily suspended  owing  to  the  abnormal  cost  of  conversion. 
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Privies 

Pails 

Water  Closets ... 

Waste  Water  Closets  

1919. 

1000 

1008 

1540 

19 

1914. 
1234 
1035 
I 272 
19 

Total... 

3S57 

3560 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  is  carried  out  efficiently  by  Council  Labour 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  No  Destructor  is  available. 
The  dry  ashes  are  deposited  in  tips  throughout  the  area,  with  tanks 
for  the  excreta  in  the  town’s  yard. 

As  conversions  are  carried  out  movable  covered  ashbins  are 
provided.  The  number  at  present  in  use  is  approximately  1490. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

The  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  visit  the  whole 
of  the  district  from  time  to  time.  The  findings  are  classified  in  the 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Premises  and  occupations  which  are  controlled  by  Bye- 
laws or  Regulations  - 

Tent  and  Van  Dwellings. 

Noxious  Trades. 

Tripe  Boiling  and  Horse  Slaughtering. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Ice  Cream  Shops. 

We  have  no  cellar  dwellings,  model  lodging  houses  nor  under- 
ground bake-houses. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  also  School  Medical  Officer.  The 
Schools  are  fairly  clean,  generally  more  pronounced  where  male 
caretakers  have  been  appointed.  The  ventilation  and  lighting  in 
many  require  considerable  improvement,  and  air  inlets  installing. 
The  play  grounds  in  some  instances  are  flagged  and  paved  ; these 
can  be  kept  clean,  others  have  the  surface  of  the  play  ground  covered 
with  ashes  and  clinkers,  these  are  always  uneven,  are  quickly  water- 
logged and  pools  of  water  form  thereon.  The  Closet  accommodation 
in  many  is  insanitary  trough  closets,  which  are  not  flushed  as  often 
as  desirable  and  are  constantly  out  of  order.  The  heating  apparatus 
of  the  schools  is  in  many  instances  inadequate,  antiquated  and 
insufficient.  This  I understand  is  at  the  moment  receiving  attention. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  assisted  in  the  work  by  a 
School  Nurse  and  Clerk  (lady). 

Hindley  C.E.  and  St.  Peter’s  Schools  were  closed  for  disinfec- 
tion owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  from  September  5th  to 
10th  and  November  20th  to  sHh  resoectivelv. 
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In  Scarlet  Fever  all  children  in  the  household  affected  were 
excluded  from  attendance  for  Six  Weeks,  unless  the  case  had  been 
removed  to  hospital  ; then  contacts  are  only  quarantined  seven  days. 

All  children  suffering  from  Measles  are  excluded  from  School 
also  other  school  children  in  the  same  household  who  have  not  had 
Measles.  All  children  protected  by  a previous  attack  were  permitted 
to  continue  in  attendance. 

We  have  far  too  many  cases  of  Children  writh  Verminous  Scalps 
causing  unnecessary  pain  and  suffering  and  bringing  on  Gland- 
ulous  Swellings,  Abscesses,  etc.,  interfering  with  the  child’s  health, 
attendance  at  school,  general  education  and  ostracising  it  from  its 
playmates  and  dulling  the  child’s  intellect.  I would  urge  the 
Council  in  all  cases  of  verminous  children  to  take  the  most  stringent 
measures  to  deal  with  parents  whose  plain  duty,  I submit,  is  to  keep 
their  children  free  from  vermin. 

FOOD. 

The  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  more  wholesome  than  formerly 
but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  The  Police  acting  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Officials  of  the  Administrative  County  take 
samples  periodically.  There  has  been  no  prosecutions  during  the 
year.  Fortythree  samples  were  submitted.  Limewashing  notices 
are  served  on  every  Dairyman  twice  during  the  year,  and  inspections 
made  to  see  that  it  is  carried  out. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of 
Food  continues  to  improve.  The  owners  of  these  places  are  more 
careful  and  cleaner  in  their  methods, 

MILK. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  milk  supply  is  produced  in  the 
district  and  is  of  excellent  quality,  practically  the  whole  of  which  is 
sold  as  from  the  cow  without  pastuerising  or  sterilising.  The  only 
fault  is  chiefly  from  sediment  or  cowdung.  The  cow;sheds  in  the 
majority  of  cases  are  of  the  old  type,  badly  ventilated,  insufficient 
lighting,  and  yards  irregularly  paved.  These  are  being  improved  from 
time  to  time,  but  many  require  re-constructing.  Everything  possible 
is  done  to  make  them  conform  to  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  also  with  Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  visited  during  the  year  when 
the  cattle  was  being  killed.  Three  tuberculous  carcases  were  seized, 
960  lbs.  of  other  diseased  meat,  1 box  raisins,  and  1 case  of  rabbits. 

Bake-houses  are  liinewashed  periodically  and  are  kept  clean. 
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I produce  the  Health  Visitor's  Report  as  presented 

HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT. 

Notifications  of  Births  received  : — Females  292.  Males  275. 

Stillbirhs  39.  Total  596. 

Primary  visits  paid  were  596.  The  total-  visits  paid  to  newly 
born  and  children  up  to  5 years  of  age  were  7417. 

Seven  premature  infants  died  shortly  after  birth. 

Fifty-seven  infants  on  examination  required  medical  aid,  Con- 
genital weakness,  Phimosis,  Shortness  of  Frcenum,  Discharging  of 
Ey  es,  Navels,  &c. 


STILL-BIRTHS. 

Nineteen  cases  were  attended  both  by  Doctors  and  Midwives. 
Ten  cases  were  attended  by  Midwives. 

Only  eleven  infants  out  of  596  were  artificially  fed  from  birth, 
in  most  cases  the  mothers  were  advised  to  do  so  by  their  Medical 
Attendant,  others  were  compelled  to  go  out  to  work,  every  effort  is 
being  made  to  advise  all  mothers  to  nurse  their  infants. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  which  recovered. 

Seven  cases  of  Overcrowding  have  been  reported  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  dealt  with. 

Five  cases  of  neglect  were  reported  to  the  Inspector  of  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

53  notifications  were  received  same  day  as  birth. 

395  ,,  ,,  ,,  1 day  after  birth. 

144  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 days  after  birth. 

2 ,,  ,,  ,,  3 days  after  birth. 

1 case  the  doctor  taken  ill  and  notification  overlooked. 

1 case  misunderstanding  between  Doctor  and  Nurse. 

All  late  notifications  have  been  reported  to  the  Cleik, 

BIRTHS. 

90  cases  were  attended  by  both  Doctors  and  Midwives. 

13  cases  were  attended  by  Doctors  and  women  not  certified 
Midwives. 

464  cases  attended  by  Midwives. 
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MEANS  FOR  PREVENTING  MORTALITY  IN  CHILD 

BIRTHS  AND  IN  INFANCY. 


The  Midwives’  Act  1902  is  administered  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff.  All  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis 
received,  are  forwarded  to  him  and  inquiries  made  by  his  inspectors. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  net  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  55 — Males  27, 
Females  28.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  reduced  to  99.4 
compared  with  129  in  1918,  and  146  in  1917. 


Births  1919. 
Deaths  1919. 


Legitimate  531 
Illegitimate  22. 
Legitimate  51. 
Illegitimate  4. 


Males  259. 
Males  9. 
Males  26. 
Males  1. 


Females  272. 
Females  13. 
Females  25. 
Females  3. 


The  circumstances  attending  all  infants  deaths  were  inquired 
into  and  a report  prepared  on  the  the  condition  of  the  baby’s  home. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  year  the  names  of  329  children,  more  than  half  the 
births,  wTere  enrolled  on  the  register.  They  made  1,338  attendances. 
722  parents  were  given  medical  consulations,  in  which  the  children 
were  undressed,  minutely  examined,  and  suitable  advice  given. 
Severe  cases  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors.  I have  been  sur- 
prised at  the  success  of  the  venture.  That  we  have  done  some  good 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  mothers  are  willing  to  wait  in  a badly 
lighted  and  draughty  corridor.  But,  thank  goodness,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  sometime  during  the  year,  White  House  may  be 
ready  for  use,  and  the  work  will  increase. 

I have  no  school  for  mothers,  nor  a sewing  class,  simply 
because  there  was  no  time  to  set  one  up,  nor  any  suitable  accomoda- 
tion. 


However,  I have  done  my  best  by  giving  short  addresses  at 
every  meeting,  on  the  hygiene  of  the  nursery,  food  values,  how  and 
when  to  feed  a baby,  the  abuse  of  purgatives,  etc.  Cards  have  been 
prepared  and  posted  for  each  child.  Such  clinics  are  urgently 
necessary.  The  vast  majority  of  the  cases  are  cross  babies,  suffering 
from  over-feeding.  The  type  is  so  common  that  the  trouble  is  recog- 
nised before  the  baby  is  stripped.  The  importance  and  necessity  of 
regular  feeding  by  the  clock  is  insisted  upon,  and  no  foodie  to  be 
given  from  10  p.m.  to  6 a.m.  No  medicines  are  to  be  given  and  no 
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castor  oil.  The  young  mother,  anxious  about  her  child’s  health, 
seeks  advice  from  her  neighbours  and  goes  wrong.  They  tell  me 
over  and  over  again  that  as  soon  as  ever  a school  is  set  up, they  will 
be  only  too  glad  to  attend.  I produce  a table  of  the  ailments  of  the 
babies.  I had,  at  the  request  of  the  parents,  to  circumcise  nine 
children.  There  was  only  one  case  of  “pulled  nipple”  followed  by 
an  abscess  in  the  breast.  Six  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  last  year  was  99  per  1000  births,  in 
1918  129,  and  in  r 9 1 7 it  was  147  per  1000. 

A pre  natal  Clinic,  largely  attended,  is  held  at  the  Council 
Offices,  and  later  will  be  transferred  to  new  premiees  at  “ White 
House  ,J  where  arrangements  are  in  operation  for  the  necessary 
reception  of  any  urgent  case.  At  the  present  time  abnormal  cases 
are  advised  and  referred  to  their  own  Medical  Attendants.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  in  cases  of  urgency  and  immergency  for 
admittance  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 


MILK  (MOTHER'S  AND  CHILDREN’S  ORDER)  i9ig. 

A scheme  was  adopted  by  this  authority  at  the  end  of  1919  to 
provide  necessitous  cases  with  new  or  dried  milk.  Each  case  is 
considered  on  its  merits  and  milk  is  granted  accordingly. 


TREATMENT  AT  THE  BABY  CLINIC. 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Seborrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pemphigus  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  28 

Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nasal  Obstruction  ...  . . ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bronchial  Catarrh  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thrush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Stomatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cleft  Palate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mastoid  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Indigestion  ...  ...  ..  ...  30 

Malnutrition  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bronchial  Pneumonia...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Convulsion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 
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Conjunctivitis  and  Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convergent  Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  ft 

Circumcisions  ...  ...  ...  9 

Phimosis  (Referred  to  own  doctor)  ...  ...  3 

Undecended  Testicle  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inguinal  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nocturnal  Incontinence  ...  ...  ...  1 

Short  Framum  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dental  Caries  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Lichen  Planus  ...  . ..  ...  ...  1 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Napkin  Rash  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Eczema  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  3 

Intertrigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Photophobia..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eczema  of  Pinna  ...  . ..  ...  ...  5 

Chilblains  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Papular  Eruption  . ...  ...  ...  1 

Blocked  Steno’s  Duct  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Umbilical  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Talipes  ..  ...  . . ...  ...  2 

Vaccination  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Naevus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sudamina  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Cataract  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prolapse  of  Rectum  ...  ...  ...  ...  a 

Sinus  Right  Thigh  after  Abscess  ...  ...  1 

Enquiries  right  feeding  ...  ...  ...  4 

Removal  of  Tonsil  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  1 

Otcrrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Adenoids  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Varicella  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overclad  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vaginitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


9 


Ulceration  of  Gums  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sloughing  of  Navel  right  Axilla  ...  ...  i 

Abcess  right  Axilla  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cyst  left  upper  jaw  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Injury  left  arm  ...  ...  , ...  ..  i 

Cervical  Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Abscess  leg  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Abscess  breast  ...  ...  ...  ..  i 

T B.  Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  ..  5 

T.  B.  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  194 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Staff  consists  of  Medical  Officer,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Health  Visitor  and  Clerk. 

Two  men  disinfect  houses,  Schools,  etc.,  attend  to  ambulance 
and  work  the  steam  disinfector. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Consists  of  small  building  with  two  wards,  originally  erected 
for  Small-pox,  but  used  since  April  1917  for  Scarlet  Fever.  From 
that  time  to  the  end  of  1919,  133  cases  have  been  treated  : — 


Year.  No.  of  cases. 

1917  43 

1918  25 

1919  65 


Total  133 

The  permanent  staff  include  : — Matron,  Nurse,  Night  Nurse, 
Maid  and  Caretaker.  Temporary  assistance  is  provided  when 
necessary. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  191 


1918. 

Birth 

Rate 

22.8 

1919. 

22.4 

Increase  and 
decrease  on 

-0.4 

previous  years 

Epedimic 

Death 

Death 

Rate 

Rate 

18.3 

M5 

l3-3 

1. 01 

—5.0 

—0.44 

Phthisis 

Rate  of 

Death 

Deaths 

Rate 

under  1 yr. 

0.68 

129 

0.50 

99 

— 0. 18 

—30 

The  epidemic  death  rate  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  many 
years,  was  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  serious  prevalence  of  Measles 
and  the  diminished  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 

DEATHS. 

Registered  in  Hmdley  Urban  District  

Belonging  to  and  registered  out  of  the  District  ... 

Less  deaths  of  non-residents  transferred 

Males  148.  Females  168. 


Death  rate  per  1000  living  18.3  13.3 

Infantile  Mortality  death  rate  per  1000  births  129  99 


Percentage  death  rate  of  infants  : Legitimate  10.4  p.c.  of  births. 
„ „ ,,  Illegitmate  18.2  ,, 


BIRTHS. 


Urban  District 

*9!9  

Total 

553 

Males  Females 
268  285 

>5  >> 

1918  

565 

300  265 

DEATH  RATE  FOR  TEN 

YEARS, 

1910  to  1919. 

Year 

All  causes 

Infant  deaths 
Zymotics  per  1000  births 

1910 

14.7 

i*59 

122 

1911 

16.8 

2.8 

*42 

1912 

I7-7 

3-4 

166 

1913 

17.6 

2.7 

■57 

1914 

1S-1 

!-7 

125 

1915 

19.2 

4-9 

*59 

1916 

14.9 

102 

T9U 

17.08 

146 

1918 

18.3 

I-45 

129 

1919 

T3*3 

I. OI 

99 

1918  1919 

343  277 

46  43 

2 4 


There  was  one  death  from  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  A male  so 
years  old,  an  ex-soldier. 

Diseases  of  the  lungs  excluding  Tubercle  are  always  prevalent 
though  much  less  than  in  previous  years  67  of  the  above  deaths 
were  caused  by  Bronchitis,  various  forms  of  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  In  1918  the  total  was  163. 

Influenza  alone  was  responsible  for  40  deaths.  This  disease 
appeared  in  epidemic  form  at  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  was  one  case  only,  which  recovered. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES, 

Up  to  the  present  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  treat- 
ment of  Venereal  Disease  in  any  centre  in  Hindley,  but  free  treatment 
is  given  to  all  sufferers  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary, 
Wigan. 

a.  Nil.  Council’s  scheme  at  present  in  abeyance. 

b.  Not  developed. 

c.  None  at  present 

d.  Will  have  to  be  originated. 

<?.  Have  never  been  consulted. 

/.  In  my  opinion  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain  secrecy,  patients 
frequently  resent  treatment  in  Public  Institutions.  In 
many  cases  this  is  to  be  regretted  ; as  many  medical  men 
are  unfortunately  not  versed  in  the  latest  approved  and 
recognised  methods  of  treatment,  and  from  a disinclina- 
tion to  treat  those  diseases  fail,  to  obtain  for  the 
sufferer  the  eminently  satisfactory  results  which  would 
obtain  from  highly  skilled  specialists’  treatment. 

N B. — I might  add  that  all  medical  men  recognised  by  the  County 
Council  as  possessing  the  necessary  skill  to  administer 
treatment  are  supplied  free  with  the  various  intravenous 
and  intramuscular  injections. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1919. 

Name  of  District — Hindley  Urban. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  &c.  : — Sandy  Lane  (Scarlet  Fever  only). 
Others  to  Leigh,  13;  Horwich,  1;  1 S.F.  to  Wigan  Sanatorium. 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1919. 
Name  of  District — Htndley  Urban. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  causes 


/ Certified 
I Uncertified 


1 Enteric  Fever 

2 Small  Pox 

3 Measles  

4 Scarlet  Fever  .. 

5 Whooping  Cough 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 Influenza 

8 Erysipelas  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
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( Pulmonary  . 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  resi- 
dents, whether  oecuring  within  or  without 
the  district. 
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10  T. B -J  Meningitis  ... 

11  (Other 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

14  Acute  Meningitis 

15  Organic  Heart  Diseases 

16  Bronchitis 

17  Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

18  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

organs  

19  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis.. 

21  Cirrhosis  of  Li  ver 

21a  Alcoholism  

22  Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease 

23  Puerperal  Fever 

24  Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  & Parturition 

25  Congenital  Debility  and  Mai 
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mature  Birth 

26  Violent  Deaths  

27  Suicides 
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29  Diseases  ill-defined  or  un 

known 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year  553.  Legitimate  531  ; Illegitimate  22. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  55,  Legitimate  Infants  51  ; Illegitimate  Infants 


DIPHTHERIA. 
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In  no  case  was  there  any  bacteriological  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis. 
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SCARLET  FEYER. 

This  disease  is  endemic  here.  It  is  always  most  prevalent  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  year.  There  is  growing  demand 
for  Elospital  treatment.  Since  the  Hospital  was  opened  in  April,  1917,  133  cases  have  been  treated.  1917 — 43  cases,  1918 — 25  cases, 
1919  — 65  cases.  Total  133. 
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Four  cases  were  notified  all  of  which  proved  fatal.  One  was  removed  to  Leigh  Joint  Hospital.  There  was  no  history  of  the 
consumption  of  Shell  Fish. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  25  cases.  None  fatal  ; all  made  recovery  with  good  vision. 
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Drpiia rp<5  6 a ,,es  attach.ee.  give  an  analysis  of  the  cases  notified.  Immediately  after  notification  the  Sanitary  Inspector  calls  at  the  house  and 
Offippv  r>  • the  history  so  far  as  he  can  ascertain  it,  and  inspects  the  premises.  The  same  day  I notify  the  local  Tuberculosis 

e.s^~ F16  Dispensary.  At  the  week-end  all  cases  are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Butterworth.  By 

Aff  Qj  f , W1  i1  Di.  Jessel,  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  visits  from  time  to  time  and  reports  any  defects  or  insanitary  conditions  discovered, 
s are  remedied  the  subsequent  visits  are  left  to  the  staff  of  the  Dispensary.  Ail  houses  and  rooms  are  disinfectedand  cleansed. 
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Cases 
Noti- 
fied on 
Form 
D. 

(Dis- 

charg- 

es). 


1 

1 

5 

1 


4 

7 


12 

1 


29 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 


No.  of  Dwelling-houses  Inspected 8 

,,  ,,  ,,  unfit  for  human  habitation  8 

„ Representations  made  to  Local  Authority  8 

,,  Closing  Orders  made  . 8 

,,  Houses  Demolished  (voluntarily)  3 


The  general  character  of  the  defects  were  back  to  back  houses; 
insanitary  or  deficient  supply  of  offices,  defective  and  leaky  roofs, 
damp  walls,  poor  lighting  and  ventilation. 

A considerable  number  of  properties,  included  in  the  Inspec- 
tor's report  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  local  acts  except  Gas  and  Water.  The  1890 
and  1907  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council.  Overcrowding 
throughout  the  area  is  acute,  but  this  will  be  alleviated  when  the 
Housing  Scheme  in  hand  is  complete.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has 
approved  plans  for  140  houses.  The  sewering  and  street  works  are 
in  course  of  construction  and  tenders  are  shortly  to  be  invited  tor  the 
construction  of  a number  of  the  houses. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  only  moderate,  but 
an  exceptional  amount  of  improvement  work  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  chief  defects  are  roofs,  spouts,  ventilation,  &c. 
Rapidity  is  retarded  chiefly  through  the  difficulty  in  procuring  labour  ; 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing material.  This  has  however  improved. 

The  Survey  of  Housing  needs  have  been  completed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULA- 
TIONS 1912. 

The  County  officials  carry  out  the  duties  under  the  above 
Acts.  Very  little  (i*f  any)  is  sold  in  the  district.  No  samples  were 
procured  during  the  year  for  analysis. 


3° 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  foregoing  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919, 
which  it  is  my  lot  to  tender  through  the  unfortunate  death  of 
the  late  M.O.H.  (Dr.  James  Chronnell)  in  March  of  this  year.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  be  as  brief  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  all  essential  details. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  report  is  the  marked  decrease  in 
the  total  deaths  and  Infantile  Mortality  rate.  The  total  deaths  was 
316  giving  a rate  of  13.3  per  1000,  the  next  lowest  during  the  last  20 
years  was  339  in  1916  with  a rate  of  14.9  per  thousand.  The  total 
infant  deaths  was  55  giving  a rate  of  99  per  1000  births  against  a rate 
of  129  in  1918  and  146  in  1917. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  excellent  work  of  your 
Health  Visitors  and  the  successful  working  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Centrl  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  my  being  able  to  present 
such  excellent  figures. 

I should  like  to  convey  to  the  Council  my  appreciation,  in  a 
somewhat  difficult  task  of  the  courtesy  and  co-operation  extended  to 
me  by  the  Officials  with  whom  I have  come  in  contact,  especially  to 
the  Sanitary  and  Nursing  Staffs  whose  loyal  and  untiring  assistance  at 
all  times  so  willingly  given,  cannot,  be  over  estimated. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


8th  May,  ig 2©. 


R.  KAY-NISBET, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Officers, 
Hindley. 

May,  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  accomplished  in  the  Health  Department  during  the  year 
1919. 


Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  defective  condition  of  dwelling 
houses,  the  inspection  of  Workshops,  Farms,  Bake-houses,  Slaughter- 
houses?  and  other  public  buildings. 

Time  and  forethought  have  also  been  given  to  other  phrases 
of  work  so  as  to  ensure  for  the  people  a wholesome  food  supply,  clean 
premises  and  sanitary  surroundings. 

The  work  of  the  department  is  increasing  in  importance  and 
volume.  Various  forms,  schedules  and  other  documents  have  to  be 
filled  up  and  forwarded  to  various  authorities,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
inside  work  of  entering  up  details  of  all  inspections  in  the  various 
books,  keeping  and  maintaining  records,  sending  off  letters  and 
notices  and  making  out  reports. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  during  the  year  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district.  I refer  specially,  to  property 
repairs,  considering  material  and  labour  has  been  so  scarce  and  at 
such  enhanced  prices. 

The  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  exceeds  those  of  previous 
years,  were  of  a very  varied  character  as  will  be  seen  fromthe  ap- 
pended records. 


I am, 

Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently, 


THOS.  FRANCE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1919. 

Summary  Of  Inspections  and  General  Sanitary  Work, 


Nuisances  brought  forward  from  1918  60 

,,  reported  to  Committee  during  1919 904 

„ abated  during  1919  762 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Section 

17,  H.  & T.  Planning  Act  8 

Number  of  Letters  sent  588 

,,  Preliminary  Notices  •••  200 

,,  Statutory  Notices 257 

,,  School  Notices 245 

„ Parents’  Notices  81 

,,  Houses  disinfected  •••  235 

„ Articles  disinfected  2358 

„ Schools  disinfected  4 

Number  of  Inspections  to  : — 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  310 

Bakehouses  140 

Slaughterhouses  215 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 156 

Unsound  Food  destroyed  : — 

Beef  2440  lbs. 

Raisins  (1  box)  28  lbs. 

Rabbits  (1  case) 23 

Number  of  samples  submitted  to  Analyst  : — 

Well  Water  8 

Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Choked  Drains  131 

Choked  and  broken  Gullies  26 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  11 

Defective  and  insanitary  Sinks 12 

Burst  Water  Water  Service  Pipes  to  Flushing  Cisterns  45 

Defective  Flushing  Cisterns  6 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  to  W.C.’s 7 
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Defective  Windows 20 

„ Ceilings  10 

„ Roofs  69 

,,  Spouts  84 

,,  Floors  27 

„ Plaster  59 

Dampness  33 

Dirty  condition  of  House  129 

„ „ Yards  21 

„ „ Dairies  1 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  6 

„ ,,  Ice  Cream  Shop  1 

,,  „ Bakehouses  6 

,,  „ Tripe  Works.. 1 

„ „ Slaughterhouses  •••  10 

„ „ Factories  and  Workshops  2 

„ „ Urinal  Bowls 2 

„ ,,  Pig-sties  2 

Defective  Closets 30 

,,  Roofs  16 

,,  Doors  8 

„ Jambs  4 

Absence  of  Ashplace  doors 33 

„ Ventilation  to  Pantries  10 

„ Drainage  to  Cowsheds  1 

„ Drainage  to  Pig-sties 3 

Insanitary  Privies  5 

„ Stables  •••  1 

,,  Piggeries 2 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accomodation  9 

Overcrowdings 9 

Refuse  so  deposited  as  to  be  a nuisance  6 

Fowls  and  Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance H 

Accumulation  of  Manure  34 

Other  Nuisances  24 

Reports  to  other  departments 37 


Total  964 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  112 

Diphtheria 33 

Enteric  Fever  4 

Puerperal  Fever  1 

Malaria  9 

Pneumonia  • • • 42 

Influenza  Pneumonia  33 

Dy sentry  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 1 

Erysipelas  16 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  25 

(Pulmonary  •••?•. 30 

Other  13 

Chicken-pox • 98 

Measles  19 


Total  438 


DISINFECTING  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1919. 

Articles  of 
No.  of  clothing  in- 
Houses.  eluding  beds. 


January 

• • • • • • 

10 

116 

February 

• • o • • • 

15 

140 

March 

• • e • • • 

19 

187 

April 

18 

179 

May 

. . , , , , 

18 

190 

June 

. . „ , # , 

19 

209 

July 

...  # , , 

18 

167 

August 

• * • ... 

13 

102 

September 

• « • • • • 

19 

179 

October 

21 

239 

November 

18 

199 

December 

• • • • • • 

35 

355 

223 

2262 

Dirty  and  Verminous  houses  Fumigated 

12 

96 

235 

2358 

Schools  disinfected 


4. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

We  have  32  Bakehouses  in  the  district : seven  Wholesale 
and  25  Retail. 

The  premises  have  been  visited,  and  instructions  given  for 
Limewashing,  which  I am  pleased  to  say  is  always  promptly  carried 
out. 


List  of  Wholesale  Bakehouses. 


Situation. 

Castle  Hill  Road,  Hindley. 

Webb  St.,  Atherton  Rd.,  Hindley. 
Market  Street,  Hindley. 

Market  Street,  Hindley. 

Darby  Lane,  Hindley. 

61,  Atherton  Road,  Hindley. 

965,  Atherton  Rd.,  Hindley  Green. 


Occupier. 

Gregory  & Ruddy. 
Powers  & Glovers. 
Grimwood  & Sons. 
Wilcock  & Sons, 
Hindley  Co-op.  Society. 
J.  E.  Bullough. 

Hy.  Starkie. 


PIG-KEEPERS. 

Number  of  Pig-keepers  on  the  Register  52 

CHIPPED  POTATOES  AND  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  32  Chipped  Potatoes  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  on  the 
register,  they  are  mostly  clean  and  well  fitted  up  for  the  purpose 
and  are  conducted  as  far  as  is  reasonably  possible  in  a proper  man- 
ner. The  principle  objection  to  them  is  the  effluvia  caused  by  fat 
splashing  on  the  hot  range. 

COWSHEDS. 

There  are  30  registered  Cow-keepers  and  three  Purveyors  of 
Milk  in  the  district  to  which  156  visits  have  been  paid.  New 
middensteads  have  been  constructed  in  two  cases.  Notices  are 
served  April  and  October  to  Limewash  and  Cleanse  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  which  are  almost  invariably  carried  out  promptly. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1875—1907. 

The  County  Officials  are  the  responsible  persons  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  acts.  As  will  be  observed 
from  the  records  fifteen  farmers  or  dairymen  had  samples  taken, 
although  there  are  approximately  forty  dairymen  in  or  coming  into 
the  district.  Complaints  regarding  suspected  adulteration  are 
referred  to  the  police. 

I am  indebted  to  Superintendent  Bannister  for  the  following 
statistics  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  year  1919  : — 


• • • 


Milk 


• • • 


Baking  Powder... 
Custard  Powder 
Ground  Ginger . . . 
Arrowroot 
Coffee 
Rice  ... 

Cocoa ...  ... 

Soap  ... 

Self-Raising  Flour 
Pepper 
Pearl  Barley 
Ground  Rice 
Ground  Almonds 
Margarine 


• «* 


43 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Total  65 

All  of  the  43  samples  of  milk  submitted  were  found  to  be 
genuine.  One  person  was  proceeded  against  for  selling  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  purchaser  Arrowroot  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or 
quality  demanded. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  six  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  only  one  is  in 
constant  use.  None  are  of  a model  type,  but  are  structurally  good. 
The  occupiers  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  importance  of  keeping  them 
up  to  the  highest  standard  of  efficiency.  Consequent] v a strict 
supervision  has  to  be  kept. 

Although  less  slaughtering  has  been  done,  the  amount  of 
diseased  meat  seized  exceeds  all  previous  records.  Recognising  the 
important  factors  that  Meat  and  Milk  are  the  most  important  foods, 
it  is  essential  to  have  a properly  conceived  plan  in  seizing  animals 
affected  with  tuberculosis.  I have  conformed  in  all  seizures  with 
the  recommendations  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commissioners. 

During  the  year  an  application  for  a Slaughter-house  License 
was  refused  owing  to  the  unsuitability  of  the  premises. 

List  of  Slaughterhouses. 

Situation.  Occupier. 

Wigan  Road,  Hindley.  Richard  Johnson. 

Grosvenor  Street,  Platt  Lane,  Hindley.  J.  E.  Holme. 

Atherton  Road,  Hindley.  Mrs.  Clewes. 

Castle  Hill,  Hindley.  John  Mackie. 

Bridge  Street,  Hindley.  J.  Clayton. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES, 

We  have  two  only  of  this  class  established  within  the 
district,  viz.  : — 

J.  S.  Croft,  113,  Atherton  Road,  Hindlev ; 

J.  Stan  way,  Chapel  Fields,  Hindley. 

These  premises  have  been  visited  periodically  and  instructions 
given  for  Limewashing  and  Cleansing  which  have  always  been 
carried  out  promptly. 


WORKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Workshops  on  Register...  ...  ...  165 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  310 

ICE  CREAM  SHOPS. 


Number  of  Ice  Cream  Shops  on  Register  ... 


5 
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Engineer  and  Surveyor's  Office, 
Hindley, 

9th  January,  1920. 


PARTICULARS  OF  RAINFALL 

RECORDED  AT  PLATT  BRIDGE  SEWAGE  WORKS,  DURING  YEAR  ENDED 

December  31st,  1919. 

Height  of  Rain  Gauge  98.64  ft.  above  sea  level. 

Height  of  Barometer  104.00  ft.  above  sea  level. 


Rainfall  per  month  No.  of  days  on  Greatest  fall  in  24 


in  inches. 

January  ...  3.57 

which  rain  fell. 

20 

hours  in  inches. 
20th  January  ...  .48 

February 

.83 

6 

21st  February 

.32 

March 

5.95 

15 

19th  March 

1.28 

April 

1.52 

18 

15th  April 

.24 

May 

1.19 

6 

1st  May 

.44 

June 

1.51 

13 

12th  June 

.47 

July 

1.42 

10 

2nd  July 

.25 

August 

3.68 

16 

28th  August 

.80 

September 

1.75 

12 

21st  September 

.43 

October 

4.27 

12 

23rd  October 

1.09 

November 

2.67 

12 

15th  November 

.83 

December 

5.55 

22 

22nd  December 

1.09 

TOTAL  for 
year  1919... 

33.91 

162 

Total  weight  of  rain  which  fell  in  Hindley  during  year  1919 

8,939,825  tons. 

Rainfall  in  inches  in 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

34.98 

29.98 

39.49 

29.28 

33.80 

32.60 

34.94 

34.47 

39.87 

33.91 

Thermometer  Reading. 

Barometer  Reading. 

Highest 
for  year 

Lowest 
for  year 

Mean  for 
year 

Highest 
for  year 

Lowest 
for  year 

Mean  for 
year 

69° 

23° 

45.8*  ... 

30.44 

... 

28.54 

... 

29.7 

OSWALD  P.  ABBOTT, 


Surveyor. 
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County  op  Lancaster. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1919. 


Urban  District  op  Hindley. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : James  Chronnell.  Salary  and 
Bonus  as  M.O.H.,  31/12/19  : £266. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  : T.  France.  Salary  and  Bonus  as 
Inspector,  31/12/19  : £200. 

Is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  away 
on  Military  Service  ? No. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  accommodation  ? For 
Small-pox  : None.  For  other  infectious  Diseases  ; 16  Beds,  Scarlet 
Fever  (Observation  Block  recently  acquired). 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? Sole  use.  Cases  of  Enteric  and 
Diphtheria  treated  in  Hospitals  of  adjoining  Authorities  by  arrange- 
ments. 

Is  any  Retaining  Fee  paid  ? No- 

0> 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  ? For  Small-pox  : 
None.  For  other  infectious  diseases  : Scarlet  Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ? Number  of  Houses  disin- 
fected ? 239-  Method  ? Formaldehyde  Spray.  Are  Houses  disin- 
fected after  (a)  Phthisis  ? Yes,  (b)  Measles  ? No.  Apparatus  used 
for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c  (steam  or  otherwise)  ? Steam  ; Wash- 
ington Lyons-  Number  of  Articles  disinfected  ? 2358,  Where  is 
Apparatus  Situated  ? Town’s  Yard. 

State  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  &c.,  in  these  cases  is  carried 
out  ? Removed  to  disinfector,  Town’s  Yard. 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specially  mentioned  in  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act  notifiable  (for  instance,  Whooping  Cough, 
Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  &c.  ? If  so  what  are  they  ? Chicken  Pox 
notifiable  for  two  years  which  expired  August  1919. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  ? Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria. 

Number  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX  (15  and  16) 
Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910  ? Three. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  Specimens  examined  : Blood  5, 
Sputum  7.  Others  : Shaving  brushes  Anthrax  Infected. 
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Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order  1910.  Is  a supply  of  Anti-toxin 
kept  ivithin  the  district?  Yes.  If  so,  where?  Residence  of  M .0,11. 
Amount  used  during  1919  ? 164,000  Units. 

‘‘The  Housing  Acts,  1890  to  1919.” — Has  your  Authority 
determined  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the  inspection  of  your 
District  as  required  by  Article  I of  the  Regulations  of  2nd  Sept., 
1910  ? Yes.  Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article 
1(3)  a list  of  dwelling-houses,  the  early  inspection  of  which  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  M.O.H  , desirable  ? Yes.  Has  your  Authority 
designated  an  Officer  to  undertake  the  special  inspection  of  houses 
and  to  keep  the  records  stipulated  by  Articles  (II.)  and  (ill.)  ? 
Yes.  What  Officer  has  been  designated  ? Sanitary  Inspector. 
Have  the  necessary  books,  forms,  etc.,  for  keeping  the  required 
records  been  obtained  and  maintained  ? Yes.  Action  taken  in  1919 
under  the  Housing  Acts  : Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  purposes  of  the  Housing  Acts  (Dio£  including  inspections 
re  Nuisances,  etc.  ? 8.  No  of  Dwelling-houses  specially  inspected 
under  Sect.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  be.,  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
whether  any  dwelling-houses  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? 8. 
Have  the  particulars  of  these  inspections,  as  specified  in  Art.  II  (1) 
to  (8)  and  Art.  Ill  (1)  to  (8)  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  been  fully  recorded  ? Yes.  Number  of  Dwelling- 
houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? 8.  Number  of  Repre- 
sentations to  Authority  with  a view  tc  making  Closing  Orders  ? 8. 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ? 8.  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  without  making  Closing  Orders  (under  Sect. 
15)?  None.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  put  in'/o  a fit  state  of 
habitation  after  making  Closing  Orders  ? None.  Number  of 
Dwelling-houses  demolished  ? 3.  General  character  of  defects 
found  to  exist?  Dilapidated,  damp,  dark,  defective  draining. 

Is  there  a deficiency  of  housing  accommodation  ? Yes.  If  so, 
where,  and  to  what  extent  ? Throughout  the  area. 

Has  a Housing  Committee  been  appointed,  as  'suggested  in 
Memorandum  of  Ministry  of  Health,  7th  August,  1919?  Yes. 

Are  steps  being  taken  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning 
etc.,  Act,  1919,  to  meet  the  deficiency  ? Yes. 

What  stage  had  been  reached  in  this  connection  on  31st 
December,  1919?  Lay  out  approved  and  plans  prepared  for  135 
houses. 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  1919?  By  and  at  the 
cost  of  the  District  Council  ? None.  By  private  enterprise  ? None. 
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Source  of  the  Water  Supply  : Liverpool  Corporation  (Riving- 

ton). 

What  is  the  condition  ? Very  good. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  ? Reduced  to  a minimum. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? A few  houses  in  the  field. 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during  the  year  ? None. 

Is  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out 
satisfactorily  for  whole  of  district  ? Yes. 

How  performed  (state  whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Con- 
tract, or  occupiers  of  Houses  ?)  Sanitarj^  Authority. 

If  privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ? 

Day. 


How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? Tips  in  the  Town’s  Yard, 

Has  a destruct  >r  been  provided  ? No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Method  of  Treatment?  Platt  Bridge  : 
Septic  Tanks  and  Contact  Beds.  Hindley  Green  : Precipitation 
Tanks,  Graveb  Coke  and  Breeze.  What  is  the  character  of  the 
Drainage  System  ? Pipe  line  and  two  Sewage  Farms. 

Any  developments  during  year  ? No. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system  ? Piatt 
Bridge. 

Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  etc.  ? Yes,  periodically 
flushed,  Summer  months.  Smoke  Machine  and  Volatile  substances. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams  ? None 
required  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats  : Number  Inspected  ? None  in  district- 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses?  Generally  good- 
Number  ? 32. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Slaughterhouses?  Too  near  dwellings. 
Number  ? 6- 
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Number  Registered?  5.  Number  Licensed  ? 1.  What  is  the  con- 
dition of  Lodging-houses  ? None. 

What  is  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ? 6 good,  5 un- 
satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — are  they  periodically  in- 
spected ? Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? Fair. 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ? 
Yes.  Are  they  enforced  ? Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow  ? ( a) 
Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed  ? 6 too  800  considered  satisfac- 
tory- ( b)  Where  cows  aie  not  habitually  grazed  ? None  in  district. 

Cowkeepers.  Total  number  of  Cowkeepers  ? 20.  Number  on 
Register?  30.  Number  of  inspections  during  year  ? 156. 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers).  Total 
number  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors  ? 3 Number  on  Reg- 
ister? 3. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  cows  ? Yes, 
when  necessary. 

Action  taken  (if  any)  as  to  tuberculous  milk  ? Left  to  County 
Officials. 

Inspection  of  Ifood.  Amount  condemned  or  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption — (a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts? 
3 carcases  ; ( b ) Diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  meat  ( other 
than  above)  ? 960  lbs.— total  2440  lbs.  Other  food  stuffs  ? 1 box 
Raisins  ; 1 case  of  Rabbits. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Number  of  Notices 
served  ? Informal — 1114;  (Statutory — 257-  Number  of  Nuisances 
abated?  762.  Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken,  and  result? 
None. 

Closets  and  Ashpits.  Number  of  Privy  Middens?  1007. 
Number  of  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens  ? 1000  approximately. 
Number  of  Pail  Closets  ? 1008.  Number  of  Ashpits  ( excluding 
Middens )?  50  approx.  Number  of  Frssh  Water  Closets?  1540. 
Number  of  Portable  Receptacles  for  refuse  ? 1502.  Number  of 
Waste  Water  Closets  ? 19.  Number  of  Privy  Closets  converted 
during  1919?  To  Fresh  W.C.’s  2 ; To  Waste  W.C.’s,  none;  To 
Pails,  etc.,  None.  Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  W. 
C.’s,  Nil  ; to  Waste  W.C.’s,  Nil  Number  of  Waste  W.C.’s  con- 
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verted  to  Fresh  W.C.’s,  Nil.  Does  Council  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  conversion  ? Yes.  If  so,  how  much  ? Connect  Drains  and 
Water  Service  free  of  cost*  What  kind  of  closet  accomodation  is 
being  provided  for  new  property  ? W.C.’s,  only. 

Smoke.  No  of  observations  ? None  taken.  Number  of  Legal 
Proceedings  taken  and  result?  None. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — ‘’The  Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  1890  ” ? Yes  ; 4‘  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890  ” ? Yes  ; “ The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  ” ? 
Yes. 

Has  a Health  Visitor  been  appointed  by  the  Local  Council  ? 
Yes,  two.  State  whether  whole  or  part  time?  1 v hole  time,  1 
part  time.  Qualifications  of  Health  Visitor  ? C.  M.B.  School 
Nurse:  Trained  Nurse  and  C. M.B.  Has  any,  and  if  so,  what, 
action  been  taken  by  the  Council  respecting  Child  Welfare  Work  ? 
Baby  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Acquired  new  premises. 

Has  any  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of 
Food  and  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of  Milk 
for  Infants  ? Supply  of  Dried  Milk  available.  Assistance  given  to 
necessitous  cases- 

Is  there  a District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District  ? Yes. 
If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the 
Association  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work  ? No.  If  no  such 
arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntarily  undertake 
Child  Welfare  Work  ? No.  How  many  District  Nurses  employ- 
ed ? One. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1919?  Suspended 
during  War. 


Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District  ? Infectious  diseases 
hospital.  Conversions,  Platt  Bridge  Sewer.  Paving  Yards  and 
Streets. 


(Signed),  J.  CHRONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


17th  February,  1920. 


